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concluded that I had been sent there by Walter on some secret mission. A wild telegram was dispatched from Peking to Berlin that night, as I was privately informed by one of the younger diplomatists on his staff who knew how much I should be amused.
Several times after that I visited the Empress at the Summer Palace, informally and by myself. (It must be understood that I always had an interpreter with me.) Thus I was present when for the first time public opinion forced her to permit two of her Ladies-in-Waiting to appear before her in European dress. I could see how nervous and agitated she was before they came in, at this departure from precedent, and it was interesting to watch her demeanour when presently they appeared. They were dressed alike in crimson broche velvet, with European shoes on their tiny feet. They looked most awkward as they curtsied in place of kotowing. The Empress was cold at first, but curiosity overcoming her annoyance and no foreigner besides myself being present, she gradually softened towards them. Before very long she was seated on a divan between them trying a Parisian shoe on the Imperial foot.
On another occasion we were in her sleeping apartment and she invited me to sit on the k'amg (bed) beside her. I climbed up, and, crossing my legs in imitation of her own pose, sat there between the Empress and the Emperor. She played with my muff, and her inquiry as to why I was allowed to wear ermine when I was not a royal personage led to a talk upon the rights of the subjects in England, which very much surprised her. She told me that in China even the change from winter to summer hats was made by Royal proclamation on a date governed by the state of the weather.PEKING                            97
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